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BENTLEY HOSPITAL — MATERNITY SERVICES 
380. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the provision of maternity services at Bentley Hospital and the minister’s failure to commit to the future 
of — 
Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr R.H. COOK: I refer to the provision of maternity services at Bentley Hospital and the minister’s failure to 
commit to the future of these services at that hospital. 
(1) Can the minister confirm that there were 452 births at that hospital in the last five months alone? 
(2) Can he also confirm the information given to the staff at the hospital that there was no funding for 

obstetrics in the 2015–16 budget? 
(3) Given that he has previously said that 1 000 deliveries in a year would secure the future of the obstetrics 

services at the hospital, will he now guarantee that obstetrics at Bentley Hospital will be funded in the 
2015–16 budget? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(3) Let us look at the Labor Party’s record on maternity services south of the river. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Dr K.D. HAMES: There was this absolutely beautiful maternity hospital down Fremantle way called 
Woodside Maternity Hospital that the Labor Party canned. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, please withdraw that. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: What did I say? 

The SPEAKER: You said, “You are telling a lie.” 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No, I said, “Was he telling a lie?” 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I am just telling you that you throw around these terms that you are 
using with gay abandon in here. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Woodside Maternity Hospital was a beautiful maternity hospital. It was closed by Labor. In 
fact, one of its former upper house members, whose name I forget, helped campaign against Jim McGinty for 
closing that hospital. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: What hospital are you talking about? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Woodside Maternity Hospital—the hospital that Labor closed. Then it moved to 
Kaleeya Hospital. What was the member for West Swan’s plan as part of the Reid review committee? What was 
her plan as part of the Reid review committee for Kaleeya Hospital? It was the closing of Kaleeya Hospital with 
the opening of Fiona Stanley Hospital. What was the member for West Swan’s plan for Bentley Hospital? It was 
the closure of Bentley Hospital. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I want an answer through the Chair. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It was the closure of Bentley Hospital. Remember, the Labor Party wanted to shut down 
Osborne Park as well. It was only when we kicked up a stink about the closure that it changed that — 

Point of Order 
Mr R.H. COOK: We know about the minister’s obsession with Jim McGinty, but could he just answer the 
question? 
Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the second time. 
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Mr R.H. COOK: It is a point of relevance. The minister has to answer the question, not continually refer to his 
unhealthy obsession. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, my daughter is related to my second cousin. Relevance is an issue for you to 
decide, not for the member to decide. I believe it is related, so you have to tell me if it is not related. It is all 
about the closure of maternity hospitals. Yes, Mr Speaker, in that little book you have, it says that the answer 
must be relevant to the question; it must relate to the question. The degree of relationship is up to you to 
determine. 

On the specifics of the question around Bentley Hospital, we are having a review done of the services provided 
at that hospital; it is currently being undertaken by Professor Con Michael. I am expecting that report in the not-
too-distant future and I will be advised by that report as to whether that hospital should be retained. I have 
always made that commitment. I think I said six months after the opening of Fiona Stanley Hospital, and there 
are arguments about whether it was the full opening or the opening of the obstetric services. When that decision 
will be made is not far away. It is doing 400 and something deliveries there. It is a very well regarded hospital 
and I am cognisant of that. The total number of deliveries over the year extrapolates to about 800 or so. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes, I know, but they are just the figures that I have been given of what the flow is over the 
year. It is still a significant number of deliveries. The other question that I have to consider is: if I shut that, does 
Fiona Stanley Hospital have the capacity to cope with the growth in numbers, particularly given the closure of 
Kaleeya and the expansion of births in this state? My view is perhaps not. If I had to toss which way I am 
leaning, I am leaning towards keeping it, but I will not make that decision until I get the report. 
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